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ACTION OES-04 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 EUR-12 10-10 ISO-00 FEA-01 AID-05 CEQ-01 
CIAE-00 COA-01 COME-00 DODE-00 EB-07 EPA-01 INR-07 

L-02 NSF-01 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-03 RSC-01 SS-15 SP-02 

/085 W 

106720 

R 30141 IZ IAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1 172 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION USUN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NAIROBI 0875 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SENV, UNEP, UNESCO 

SUBJECT: UNEP SUPPORT FOR BIOSPHERE RESERVES PROJECT IN 
UNESCO/MAB 

REE: STATE 16551 

1 . EMBASSY HAS DISCUSSED REFTEL WITH DIV II DIRECTOR BAUMER 
AND PROF. OLEMBO, DIV. II PROGRAM OEFICER HANDLING UNESCO/MAB. 
BOTH ASSURED EMBASSY OF UNEP'S CONTINUING INTEREST IN UNESCO/MAB 
PROJECTS, BUT POINTED OUT THAT FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS OE OVER- 
ALL MAB PROGRAM WELL BEYOND UNEP'S LIMITED CAPABILITIES. UNEP 
HAS THEREFORE ADVISED UNESCO OF ITS INTEREST IN SPECIFIC ASPECTS 
OF CERTAIN MAB PROJECTS (PRIMARILY WITHIN MAB-3, 6 AND 8, 

WITH IN SITU CONSERVATION OF GENETIC RESOURCES, SITES AND 
SAMPLES BEING ITS PRINCIPAL AREAS OF INTEREST WITHIN MAB-8) 

AND ASKED UNESCO TO PROVIDE A PRIORITY LISTING OP PROJECTS 
WITHIN THESE AREAS IN WHICH UNEP CAN USEFULLY ACCOMPLISH 
ITS OBJECTIVES WITHOUT DISSIPATING ITS LIMITED FUNDS. 
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2. ACCORDING TO OLEMBO, CURRENT DRAPT OF GC-III LEVEL THREE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


DOCUMENT SPECIFICALLY MENTIONS UNEP'S SUPPORT OF VARIOUS MAB 
PROJECTS, INCLUDING MAB-8. DOCUMENT ALSO EXPECTED TO DISCUSS 
FINANCIAL PROBLEM WHICH SUCH SUPPORT MAY ENTAIL FOR UNEP AND 
TO RAISE POSSIBILITY OF MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MEMBER 
GOVERNMENTS IN EVENT UNEP FUND UNABLE TO COPE. 

3. COMMENT: THIS RATHER GUARDED APPROACH TO MAB MAY EXPLAIN 
REPORTS OF UNEP'S QTE VACILLATION UNQTE. UNESCO MAY HAVE FELT 
IT HAD BLANKET SUPPORT, ONLY TO FIND THAT UNEP WAS IN FACT RE- 
FERRING TO SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF CERTAIN MAB PROGRAMS. EMBASSY 
WILL ALSO RAISE MATTER WITH ASST EXDIR FROSCH WHEN HE RETURNS 
FROM BARCELONA TO UNDERSCORE U.S. INTEREST IN BIOSPHERE RESERVES 
PROJECT. 

MARSHALL 
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